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SUBJECT: WHO IS WHO: MINISTERIAL APPOINTMENTS 
REF: (A) ATHENS 10812, (B) ATHENS 10782 

1 . WE ASSUME THE DEPARTMENT HAS ADEQUATE INFORMATION ON THE THREE 
MANDARINS IN CARAMANLIS' NEW CABINET: GEORGE RALLIS, PANAYIS 
PAPALIGOURAS AND EVANGELOS AVEROFF. WE WILL NOT BE REPORTING ON 
THEM IN THIS CABLE. 

2. IN ORDER TO AVOID REPETITION IN THESE BRIEF SKETCHES, IT SHOULD 

BE NOTED AT THE OUTSET THAT ALL THE MEN DESCRIBED: (A) ARE MEMBERS 
OF PARLIAMENT; (B) ARE TO ONE DEGREE OR ANOTHER ANTI-COMMUNISTS 
AND POLITICAL CONSERVATIVES WITH A RECORD OF LOYALTY AND SERVICE 
TO CARAMANLIS; AND (C) ARE WELL DISPOSED TOWARDS THE UNITED STATES 
AND BELIEVE IN THE IMPORTANCE OF THE GREEK-AMERICAN CONNECTION. 
HOWEVER, THEY ALL ALSO SHARE A FEELING THAT THE UNITED STATES TO- 
DAY IS SOMEHOW FAILING TO LIVE UP TO ITS OBLIGATION AS GREECE'S 
PATRON. MORE THAN A FEW ALSO FEEL THAT WE WERE REMISS IN WHAT 
THEY VIEW AS OUR SUPPORT OF THE JUNTA AND IN OUR ACTIONS DURING 
AND AFTER THE CYPRUS CRISIS. NEVERTHELESS, THE COLLECTIVE ATTITUDE 
OF THIS CABINET IS ONE OF FRIENDSHIP FOR THE UNITED STATES AND 
THE HOPE THAT OUR RELATIONS CAN BE FURTHER IMPROVED AND STRENG- 
THENED. 
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3. DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER CONSTANTINE PAPACONSTANTINOU: 

SEVENTY YEARS OLD, PAPACONSTANTINOU HAS BEEN ONE OF CARAMANLIS' 
CLOSEST POLITICAL ADVISERS, PRIMARILY ON DOMESTIC AFFAIRS. 
ABSOLUTELY LOYAL TO THE PRIME MINISTER, HE NEVERTHELESS PERFORMED 
HIS DUTIES AS THE PRESIDENT OF THE LAST PARLIAMENT WITH SUCH FAIR- 
NESS AND COMPETENCE THAT HE EARNED THE RESPECT OF ALL PARLIA- 
MENTARIANS. IN GENERALLY GOOD HEALTH, HE HAS RECENTLY BEEN SLOWED 
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DOWN SOMEWHAT BY CHRONIC DIFFICULTIES WITH HIS EYES, ON WHICH HE 
HAD TWO MAJOR CATARACT OPERATIONS EARLIER THIS YEAR. 

4. MINISTER TO THE PRESIDENCY OF THE GOVERNMENT, CONSTANTINE 
STEPHANOPOULOS: AT FIFTY-ONE, STEPHANOPOULOS IS BY ALL ACCOUNTS 
ONE OF THE REAL COMERS IN THE NEW DEMOCRACY PARTY, TOUTED BY SOME 
AS AN EVENTUAL PRIME MINISTER. FOR THE PAST THREE YEARS STEPHANO- 
POULOS HAS RISEN STEADILY IN THE CABINET AND APPARENTLY IN 
CARAMANLIS' ESTEEM, MOVING FROM MINISTER OF INTERIOR TO 
MINISTER OF SOCIAL SERVICES AND NOW TO MINISTER TO THE 
PRESIDENCY OF THE GOVERNMENT. HE OCCUPIES THE KEY POLITICAL 
MINISTRY IN THE CABINET AND SITS AT THE RIGHT HAND OF THE PRIME 
MINISTER. HE IS BRIGHT, CAPABLE AND ENERGETIC - ALL QUALITIES 
CARAMANLIS IS COUNTING ON HEAVILY. SHOULD STEPHANOPOULOS PERFORM 
WELL, HE WILL ONLY ADD TO HIS REPUTATION AS A COMER. 

5. MINISTER OF JUSTICE, GEORGE STAMATIS: THE SIXTY-TWO YEAR OLD 
STAMATIS IS A TOUGH, NO-NONSENSE CONSERVATIVE WITH A POLITICAL 
CAREER GOING BACK OVER THIRTY YEARS. HE SERVED AS THE PARLIAMENT'S 
SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT FROM NOVEMBER 1974 UNTIL JANUARY 1976 WHEN 
HE WAS APPOINTED MINISTER OF PUBLIC ORDER. IN THAT POSITION HE 

PUT THE EMPHASIS ON ORDER, FACING DOWN SEVERAL CHALLENGES FROM 
GROUPS WHO THREATENED TO DEFY HIS PROHIBITIONS ON PUBLIC DEMON- 
STRATIONS, MOST RECENTLY OVER THE UNIVERSITY STUDENTS' ATTEMPT TO 
MARCH IN HONOR OF THE POLYTECHNION ANNIVERSARY. 
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6. MINISTER OF INTERIOR, CHRISTOFOROS STRATOS: STRATOS MOVES TO 
HIS PRESENT JOB FROM THE MINISTRY OF PUBLIC WORKS WHERE HE PER- 
FORMED CREDIBLY. FIFTY-THREE YEARS OLD, HE HAS BEEN IN AND OUT OF 
GREEK CABINETS SINCE THE EARLY 1960'S. A WEALTHY INDUSTRIALIST, HE 
WAS ARRESTED TWICE BY THE JUNTA FOR ALLEGED COMPLICITY IN PLOTS 
AGAINST IT. UNUSUAL FOR GREECE, HE IS REPUTED TO COMBINE BOTH 
STRONG ANTI-COMMUNIST CUM ROYALIST SENTIMENTS WITH PROGRESSIVE 
VIEWS ON SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC MATTERS. IN HIS NEW POSITION HE WILL 
PLAY A KEY ROLE IN THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE KIND OF SMALL FAVORS 
THAT ARE THE BREAD AND BUTTER OF EVERYDAY GREEK POLITICS. 

7. MINISTER OF NATIONAL EDUCATION AND RELIGIONS, IOANNIS 

V ARVITSIOTIS : AT FORTY-FIVE, VARVITSIOTIS COMBINES THE SKILLS 
OF A FINE POLITICIAN WITH THE ABILITIES OF A FIRST-RATE ADMIN- 
ISTRATOR. HIS POLITICAL ABILITY HAS MADE HIM ONE OF THE MOST 
POPULAR POLITICIANS IN HIS ATHENS HOME DISTRICT HE RAN FIRST ON 
THE NEW DEMOCRACY ATHENS B TICKET IN BOTH 1974 AND 1977). AS 
AN ADMINISTRATOR HE EARNED A GOOD REPUTATION IN HIS THREE YEARS 
AT THE MINISTRY OF COMMERCE, TO WHICH HE MOVED IN FEBRUARY 1975 
AFTER A BRIEF STINT AS DEPUTY FOREIGN MINISTER. HE IS GOING TO 
NEED ALL HIS SKILLS IF HE IS TO EMERG UNSCATHED FROM THE 
EDUCATION JOB, ONE OF THE MOST CONTROVERSIAL IN GREECE AND ONE THAT 
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SELDOM BRINGS ITS INCUMBENT ANYTHING BUT TROUBLE. THE FALTERING 
GREEK EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM NEEDS MUCH HELP AND HOPEFULLY 
V ARVITSIOTIS WILL CONTINUE THE GOO - IF CONTROVERSIAL - INIT- 
IATIVES BEGUN BY GEORGE RAT. I .IS. 
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8. MINISTER OF FINANCE, IOANNIS BOUTOS: OF THE KEY MINISTERS DEAL- 
ING WITH ECONOMIC POLICY IN THE NEW CABINET, BOUTOS WILL BE THE 
ONLY ONE WITH STRONG CREDENTIALS AS AN ECONOMIST. AS A RESULT HE 
MAY BE ESPECIALLY IMPORTANT IN THE SHAPING OF ECONOMIC POLICY FOR 
THE NEW GOVERNMENT, THOUGH HE WILL BE SHARING THAT RESPONSIBILITY 
WITH BANK OF GREECE PRESIDENT ZOLOTAS. THE FIFTY-TWO YEAR OLD 
BOUTOS HAS SPENT HALF OF HIS LIFE IN NATIONAL POLITICS, GAINING 

A WELL-DESERVED REPUTATION FOR HIS ENERGY AND INTELLIGENCE. HE 
REPORTEDLY CARRIES THE GREEK PREFERENCE TO WORK ALONE TO SOME- 
THING OF AN EXTREME. NEVERTHELESS, HE DID A CREDITABLE JOB IN 
HIS PAST POSITIONS AS ALTERNATE MINISTER OF COORDINATION AND, 

SINCE SEPTEMBER 1976, AS MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE. HIS PROMOTION 
TO THE FINANCE MINISTRY INDICATES THAT HE CONTINUES TO ENJOY THE 
PRIME MINISTER'S CONFIDENCE, APPARENTLY ESCAPING ANY BLAME FOR 
NEW DEMOCRACY'S EROSION AMONG THE FARMERS. 

9. MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE, ATHANASSIOS TALIADOUROS: THIS AP- 
POINTMENT IS PROBABLY THE MOST DISAPPOINTING ONE IN THE NEW 
CABINET. THE DEMANDS ON THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE FOR LEADER- 
SHIP CREATIVITY AND COURAGE ARE GOING TO BE GREAT AS GREECE INTE- 
GRATES INTO THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY. WITH UNDISTINGUISHED SERVICE 
IN PAST CABINETS, TALIADOUROS IS A TRADITIONAL POLITICIAN FROM 

THE PROVINCES WITH A GLAD HAND AND REPORTEDLY NOT MUCH ELSE. BY 
ALL ACCOUNTS, HE IS BADLY UNDERGUNNED FOR THE JOB. CARAMANLIS AP- 
PARENTLY TURNED TO HIM NOT FOR WHATEVER SUBSTANCE HE CAN BRING TO 
THE JOB BUT TO REPAIR TATTERED POLITICAL FENCES IN RURAL AREAS. 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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HOPEFULLY HE CAN CARRY OUT THAT TASK WHILE OTHERS MORE CAPABLE 
DEAL WITH SUBSTANCE. 

10. MINISTER WITHOUT PORTFOLIO (FOR RELATIONS WITH THE EUROPEAN 
COMMUNITY), GEORGE KONTOGIORGHIS : KONTOGIORGHIS HAD RESPONSI- 
BILITY FOR EC AFFAIRS IN HIS LAST JOB AS DEPUTY MINISTER OF CO- 
ORDINATION, WHERE HE WORKED CLOSELY WITH THEN-MINISTER 
PAPALIGOURAS . HE IS SIXTY-FIVE AND A PROFESSIONAL CIVIL SERVANT 
RATHER THAN A POLITICIAN. HE WAS INDIRECTLY ELECTED DEPUTY ON 
THE NEW DEMOCRACY STATE DEPUTY LIST IN THE NOVEMBER 20 ELECTIONS 
AND HAS NO REAL POLITICAL MUSCLE OF HIS OWN. HIS REPUTATION IS 
EXCELLENT BUT KONTOGIORGHIS' POSITION IS A NEW ONE. GREECE'S ENTRY 
INTO THE COMMUNITY REQUIRES NOT ONLY NEGOTIATIONS WITH ITS FUTURE 
PARTNERS BUT ALSO EXTENSIVE BUREAUCRATIC AND INSTITUTIONAL CHANGES 
WITHIN GREECE. JUST HOW 

HIS RESPONSIBILITIES WILL BE TIED TO 
THOSE TASKS AND HOW HE WILL RELATE TO FOREIGN MINISTER 
PAPALIGOURAS AND COORDINATION MINISTER STEPHANOPOULOS IS STILL UN- 
CLEAR. WE SUSPECT THAT PAPALIGOURAS WILL CONTINUE TO HAVE OVERALL 
RESPONSIBILITIES FOR EC AFFAIRS AND KONTOGIORGHIS WILL BE HIS 
PRINCIPAL DEPUTY FOR THE EC. 

1 1 . MINISTER OF CULTURE AND SCIENCE, GEORGE PLYTAS: A SUCCESSFUL 
BUSINESSMAN WHO WAS ALSO THE POPULAR AND SUCCESSFUL MAYOR OF 
ATHENS FROM 1964 TO 1967, HE IS REPUTEDLY ENERGETIC, FLEXIBLE 

AND IMAGINATIVE. HIS MINISTRY IS A SMALL ONE. 

12. MINISTER OF INDUSTRY AND ENERGY, MILTIADES EVERT: AT THIRTY- 
EIGHT, EVERT IS THE YOUNGEST MINISTER. HE IS THE ONLY ONE OF THE 
"BRIGHT YOUNG MEN" CARAMANLIS BROUGHT INTO HIS SUB-CABINET IN 
1976 TO GRADUATE TO FULL MINISTERIAL POSITION. IN THE NOVEMBER 20 
ELECTION HE MOVED BEYOND THE NARROW. BUT SOLID, POLITICAL BASE HE 
INHERITED FROM HIS FATHER (A FORMER ATHENS POLICE CHIEF) TO 
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LEAD THE NEW DEMOCRACY LIST IN ATHENS - A TRIBUTE TO HIS POLITICAL 
SKILL AND HIS CLEVER PUBLICITY. BEFORE ENTERING POLITICS IN 1974 
EVERT WORKED FOR THE IMPORTANT ANDREADIS FAMILY IN A NUMBER OF 
THEIR LARGE GREEK ENTERPRISES AND THUS BRINGS A STRONG BUSINESS 
BACKGROUND AS WELL AS ACADEMIC TRAINING AS AN ECONOMIST TO HIS 
NEW JOB. 

13. MINISTER OF COMMERCE, GEORGE PANAYIOTOPOULOS: AT FORTY-SEVEN, 
PANAYIOTOPOULOS, MOVING UP FROM THE DEPUTY MINISTER S SLOT, HAS 
ACHIEVED THE MINISTERIAL POSITION THAT WAS LONG PREDICTED FOR HIM. 
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LIKE SO MANY OF HIS MINISTERIAL COLLEAGUES HE IS A LAWYER WITH 
ROOTS IN THE GREEK COUNTRYSIDE. HE WAS CRITICAL OF THE JUNTA BUT 
NEVERTHELESS BASICALLY BACKED IT IN ITS FIRST YEARS. AT THE SAME 
TIME, HOWEVER, HE REMAINED A STRONG SUPPORTER OF PRIME MINISTER 
CARAMANLIS AND BRINGS A REPUTATION AS AN ARTICULATE, HARD-WORKING 
AND ATTRACTIVE MAN. 
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14. MINISTER OF LABOR, CONSTANTINE LASKARIS: ONLY THREE MINISTERS 
FROM THE LAST CABINET HELD ON TO THEIR POSITIONS IN THE CABINET RE- 
SHUFFLE: AVEROFF, MARTIS (NORTHERN GREECE) AND LASKARIS. 
CARAMANLIS HAD GIVEN THE SIXTY-YEAR-OLD LASKARIS PRETTY MUCH OF A 
FREE HAND IN DEALING WITH LABOR AND BY MAINTAINING HIM IN THE 

JOB IMPLIES THAT HE IS PLEASED WITH HIS PERFORMANCE. LASKARIS HAS 
TWO KEY FUNCTIONS FOR THE GOVERNMENT. ONE IS RESISTING AND CON- 
TROLLING COMMUNIST AND PASOK INROADS INTO ORGANIZED LABOR. THE 
OTHER IS GAINING ORGANIZED LABOR'S CONSENT IN THE GOG'S INCOME 
POLICIES. HE HAD RELATIVE SUCCESS ON BOTH COUNTS OVER THE PAST 
TWO YEARS - BUT THE CHALLENGE CAN ONLY GROW MORE DIFFICULT, 
ESPECIALLY IF THE GOG OPTS FOR AN AUSTERITY PROGRAM TO DEAL WITH 
INFLATION. 

15. MINISTE OF SOCIAL SERVICES, SPYROS DOXIADIS: DOXIADIS IS ONE 

OF GREECE'S LEADING PEDIATRICIANS WITH AN INTERNATIONAL REPUTAT- 
ION. ABOUT SIXTY-THREE YEARS OLD. AND A UNIVERSITY PROFESSOR IN 
ADDITION TO HIS PRIVATE PRACTICE, HE WAS INDIRECTLY ELECTED ON 
THE NEW DEMOCRACY STATE DEPUTY TICKET. THE MINISTRY HE ASSUMES IS 
A DIFFICULT ONE AND THE NEED TO IMPROVE THE DELIVERY OF HEALTH 
SERVICES TO THE GREEK PUBLIC A GREAT ONE. A FINE DOCTOR AND AN 
OBVIOUSLY ABLE TEACHER, HE WILL HAVE TO DEMONSTRATE VERY GREAT 
ADMINISTRATIVE AND POLITICAL SKILLS TO SUCCEED IN A JOB WHICH 
HAS DEFEATED OTHER MEN. 
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16. MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS, NICOLAOS ZARDINIDIS: BORN IN 1917, 
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ZARDINIDIS SPENT A LONG TIME AS A LOYAL, NOT PARTICULARLY DIS- 
TINGUISHED, PARLIAMENTARIAN SUPPORTING C ARAM ANLIS , FIRST BEING 
ELECTED IN 1956. LIKE MANY OF HIS FELLOW MINISTERS, HIS POLITICAL 
CAREER WAS BUILT ON THE SOLID - HITHERTO IN GREECE, PRACTICALLY 
INDISPENSABLE - MEMBERSHIP IN A TRADITIONAL POLITICAL FAMILY. 

SIXTY YEARS OLD, THIS IS HIS FIRST TIME AS A MINISTER, IN A 
MINISTRY WHICH HAS AN ABUNDANCE OF PATRONAGE TO DISPENSE. 

17. MINISTER OF COMMUNICATIONS, ALEXANDROS PAPADONGONAS: 

A FORMER NAVAL OFFICER, PAPADONGONAS WAS ARRESTED AND CASHIERED 
FROM THE NAVY FOR HIS IMPORTANT ROLE IN THE MAY 1973 MUTINY 
AGAINST THE IUNTA. A SUCCESSFUL CANDIDATE IN THE 1974 ELECTIONS, 

HE WAS APPOINTED MINISTER OF MERCHANT MARINE, MOVING FROM THERE 
TO HIS NEW POSITION. AT FORTY-TWO HE IS WELL REGARDED IN HIS OWN 
RIGHT. HIS APPOINTMENT SEEMS A DOUBLE PLUS FOR THE UNITED STATES 
SINCE THE MAN HE REPLACES, GEORGE VOYATZIS, WAS ALOOF FROM THIS 
EMBASSY AND - FOR WHATEVER REASON - SEEMED TO OBSTRUCT THE IN 
VOLVEMENT OF AMERICAN FIRMS IN SEVERAL SIGNIFICANT PROIECTS. 

18. MINISTER OF PUBLIC ORDER, ANASTASSIONS BALKOS: BALKOS WAS AN 
ARMY OFFICER WHO RETIRED DURING THE JUNTA AND WAS ARRESTED FOR 
HIS ACTIVITIES IN OPPOSING IT. AS SECRETARY GENERAL, HE WAS THE 
SENIOR NON-CABINET OFFICIAL IN THE PUBLIC ORDER MINISTRY PRIOR TO 
RUNNING AND WINNING IN THIS ELECTION. HE IS EXPECTED TO BE FIRM 
AND VIGOROUS IN HIS USE OF THE POLICE TO MAINTAIN ORDER. 

19. MINISTER OF MERCHANT MARINE, EMMANUEL KEFALO YIANNIS : 
KEFALOYIANNIS IS AN EXPERIENCED, HARD-WORKING AND EFFECTIVE POL- 
ITICIAN. HE HAS SERVED AND USUALLY PROSPERED AS A CONSERVATIVE ON 
AN ISLAND (CRETE) WHICH IS THE HOME OF LIBERALISM. ON THE BASIS 

OF HIS PAST TRACK RECORD OF MINISTERIAL POSITIONS, INCLUDING 
BRIEF SERVICE IN THIS SAME JOB, HE WILL DO AN EFFECTIVE JOB. 
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20. MINISTER OF NORTHERN GREECE, NICOLAOS M ARTIS: IT WAS A TRI- 
BUTE TO C ARAM ANLIS' ESTEEM FOR THE SIXTY-ONE YEAR OLD MARTIS THAT 
HE IS ONE OF THE ONLY THREE MINISTERS BEING HELD OVER IN THE SAME 
CABINET POSITION. THE CONSULATE GENERAL IN THESSALONIKI HAS OFTEN 
REPORTED ON THE WIDESPREAD POPULARITY MARTIS ENJOYS IN THE NORTH- 
ERN GREECE AND HAS MAINTAINED EXCELLENT RELATIONS WITH HIM OVER 
THE PAST THREE YEARS. 

MILLS 
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